Small Business Innovation Research Proposal:  

A quantitative assessment tool for children with cognitive and motor impairments:  SmartDesk

Abstract: 

· Smartdesk is an educational and assessment tool which is aimed at improving the lives of children with cognitive and motor impairments

· informatic intervention aimed at educational enhancement

· adaptive educational system-- modifies its content based on performance.

· Inputs are tracked by the computer so as to give ongoing information about progress and pitfalls to educators.

· Smart Desk will significantly increase user performance as it incorporates both quantitative assessment and precise system feedback.

SBIR summary:
http://www.nih.gov/grants/funding/sbir.htm

http://www.nih.gov/grants/funding/sbir1/NIMH.HTM

August 15, funding for march

Phase 1:  100k for 6 months

Phase 2:   750k for 2 years

Key components of an SBIR grant:
Research and development  idea

Intended final product/service; the intended user

General methodological approach to R and D idea

What the reviewers will be looking for (in the instructions to reviewers)

Proposal content

1. The conceptual rationale, including knowledge and understanding of prior work

2. Technical, economic, and/or societal importance of the problem or opportunity and anticipated benefits

3. Scientific/technical/logistical feasibility of developing and testing a prototype/approach 

4. Merit of methods including research design, sampling, data collection procedures, data analysis, etc.

5. Specification of criteria for judging phase 1 as a feasibility test  

Commercialization

1. Product concept, market niche/competitors, product cost, preliminary market plans

2. Potential for technological innovation and commercial application (include a discussion about the size and nature of the market, competing  products, production cost, likely price of product, etc.) 
